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In printinff ft second edition of this little work, tiie i 
ly embraced the opportunitjr. of adeptinf wMi imfeMPdn 
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y, IfiOG. He lias likewise made some alterations i 
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t of the work, that there were several passages of t 
b, in the first instanoei he had giren an ei^daaation i 
isfiKtory. 
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PREFACE. 



^^THHE following Catechism, formed upon the iub* 
stance of our Lordfs Sermon on the Mount, was 
drawn up in conformity to a promise made to a feto 
young persons who have usually spent an hour vdtk me 
on the Sunday evening, for the purpose (f bgng m^ 
structed in this and other portions of the word tf 
God, It is now published with a desire of impressing 
upon their minds, in particular, the instructions which 
have been delivered to them on such occasions; and 
likewise with a further view to the spiritual benefit of 
young people in general. 

In atternpting to elucidate this invaluable portion of 
Scripture, I hofve availed myself of the assistance of 
such Commentators only as were r€commcad«.di V^ t>^ 



Kcasions a just interpretation of our Loi 
t be decided, not by the imaginary ah 
set of opinions adopted by the wotldj a 
ated to the prevailing laxity of religion 
by a fair and unprejudiced reference " 
to' the testimony J' To that unerring si 
h, and' to that alone^ I desire to appeal, 
lers search the Scriptures for themseh 
I sincerely pray to God to open their 

may see wondrous things out of his t 
I accurately compare what is here adva 
t is there revealed^ and then if in an\ 

can prove that I speak not according 
ly I w'dl readily acknowledge that^ sofa 



have endeavoured simply and 'faithfuUy to declare the 
whole counsel of God, To know the truth myself^ and 
to be an instrument in the hands of God of imparting 
that knowledge to others, is the point at which I etm^ 
and the end which I have had in view when writing 
the following exposition of the Sermon on the Mount. 
I hope, therefore, that parents will not refuse to lend 
me their assistance, in seconding this effort to promote 
the eternal welfare of their dear offspring. Surely^ a 
portion of every day, md particularly of the SMathy 
ought to he devoted to the pious purpose qf training 
up the children whom God has given them " in the way 
wherein they should go, — the way which leadeth unto 
life,** I will, therefore, venture to propose, that in 
those families where the parents and the children can 
read, the former should require the latter to commit 
to memory in the course of every week some part of the 
Sermon, as it was delivered by Jesus Christ, together 
with the questions and answers in the annexed explo" 
nation, referring to the particular portion of Scrip- 
turt which from time to time they are appointed to 
team : and the lesson, having been thus prepared, an 
hour or two of the Sabbath eoening ma^ V T^to^^Vi 
Jk 3 
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k and labour of Iffce;* that they may h 
iction to see that their children " incr 
n as well as in stature^*' and that, as they < 
'} they '' g;r(m in, grace, and in the kn 
r Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,** 

J. I 



TO THE CHILDREN 



IN THB PARISHES OF 



. WELLINGTON AND EYTON. 



My DIAR CuiLDRINy 

You are taught to say in the Church Catechism that 3rou 
are '* by nature born in sin, and the children of Wrath." 
I hope, when you have spoken this with your lips, you have 
believed it with your understandings and your hearts, for it is 
an awful and affeccing truth. But I would not have you to 
conclude that because your natural state is thus sinfbl and 
dangerous, it is therefore hopeless; for God hath had com- 
passion on you even in your sins, and hath sent* his Son 
Jesus Christ into the world to save you. On this account 
you have learned to call Christ your Saviour i and I wish 
you always to remember, what the word of God declares^ 
that ** there is salvation in no other;" for ** there is none 
other name under heaven given among men whereby we 
must- be saved." Jesus Christ is your only Saviour, and he 
is in all respects such a Saviour as jrou stand in need of. fie 
IS the author of present and eternal Salvation. By present 
salvation, 1 mean deliverance in this world from the guilt 
and power of sin, as well as from the fear of future punish- 
ment; or, in other words, pardon, holiness, and peace; and 
the salvation which consists in the present possession and en- 
joyment oC these blessings, is piomiiQdL vol QiQAk% ^«i^^% "^^^ 



have peace with God, and rejoice in hope of 
s are glorious privileges, and the experienci 
pted David to say. Psalm xxxii, verse 1, *< 
'hose transgression is forgiven, whose sin li 
sd i« Che aian onto whom the Lord imputeth 
id in whose spirit there is no guile." 
i I observed that Jesus Christ is the author 
tion. By eternal salvation, I mean that state 
in P^radise^ to which the souls of all who 
and fear and love of his name are admitt 
y lifter their separation from the body; an 
higher state of g^ory and joy in heaven, to 
s ai wellfs t^ souls of the saints shall be a 
ssurrection and the judgment. But let it ne 
n, hat these blessings are promised and ic 
: only whose faith shall have wrought by love 
sd fruitful in all holy tempers, and in all gc 



Holy Spirit. *' are they that do his commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates of the city." Ought you not then earnestly 
to enquire with St. Paul at the time of his conversion, 
*< Lord, what wouldst thou have me to do?" Can you ask 
this question with sincerity ? that is, with an upright deter- 
mination, that, through the help of divine grace, you will 
serve the Lord according to his blessed will ? Do you really 
wish to be instructed in '* the way that leadeth to eternal 
life," in order that you may walk therein? Then happy are 
you. Jesus Christ himself invites you to learn of him, and, 
as your servant, for his sake, I recommend to your attention 
that blessed Sermon which be preached upon a mountain in 
Galilee, to the multitudes who had followed him thither 
from various parts of the surrounding country. It is con- 
tained in the fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters of the Gospel 
according to St. Matthew. ** Read, mark, learn, and in- 
virardly digest" it. Take it for << a lamp unto your feet, and 
a light unto jrour path." It is the law of Jesus Christ your 
King, it is the wotd by which he will judge you at the last - 
day ; and so long as it condemns you now, you may be assur- 
ed it will condemn you then. Be not satisfied, therefore, 
with the state of your heart or life; say not that it is well 
with your soul, until your thoughts, your tempers, and afiec- 
tions, your words, and your actions, are all brought into sweet 
captivity to the obedience of this law of Christ. O! that 
there may be such a heart in you, that you may love him, 
and keep all his commandments always, that it may be well 
with you for ever ; for if you walk according to this rule, 
you shall be acknowledged by Jesus, as his true disciples, 
and as the blessed children of his Father, in the. great 
•day of judgment. Determine then, in the strength of 
tht Lor<|> that, whatever others may Ao, ^om wJX^^fc Viwwx 
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hit willy workiof^ in yoa that whicn 
tight,** that yoa may live to the gl 
our upon earth, and at latt ** he wit 
behold hit glory** in heaven. 
■ In order that you may the more ( 
^aeoocte of our hieaed Lord, I have 
k into a ooQfto of qoettiont and anv 
will oaicfiilly commit to memory, te 
ittelf, at it ttanda recorded in the Sc 
mall poitiao of tiie Sermon every i 
qnettkmt and antwcrs which relate 
in a few mooths he able to repeat tl: 
my dear childrexi, that the time 
manner will be tpcnt more accef 
profitably to your own toult, thai 
mil^t contume in reading idle ttc 
' '-- •!• »• or In trifling sports and 



INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS. 
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THE Sermon on the Mount may be resolv^ 
ed into nine distinct sections, according 
to the following division : 
t. Our Lord Jesus Christ tells us, who arc 
happy or blessed: namely, those persons whose 
hearts and lives are under the influence of true 
religion. V. 3 — 12. 
11. He remitids those who are favoured with the 
light of revelation, that it is their duty, whe- 
ther individually or nationally, to hold forth 
that light to others; thus intimating that the 
Jews were ultimately designed to be a blessing 
to all the nations of the earth, by diffusing 
among theni the knowledge of God. V . 13 — ID. 
IIL After declaring that he came not toidestroy or 
set aside, but to fulfil the law and the prophets, 
« declaration, whi^h, considering the prejuidices 
of the Jews, it was the more necessary to make 
after the intimation which he had just given of 
God's entertaining thoughts of mercy to the 
Genttlesy he proceeds tg exv\wv iikhft\w« %w;5stV 



1(/Vw *•. 



[V. In opposition to tne ocm 
maintains, that the only religion \ 
able in the sight of God is that ' 
in the heart ; and that all outw; 
alms-giving, prayer, and fasting, 
unless they spring from a pure : 
tion : — ^hence he takes occasion i 
whosoever does these things w 
obtaining the praise of men, a) 
desire of pleasing and glorifying 
may gain the end at vtrhich h( 
will have no reward of his Fa 
heaven. VI. 1 — 18. 

V. Our Lord, after having cauti 

against entertaining the desire o 

in the performance of what are 

religious actions, proceeds to d 

«.«/) to the things 
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and uncharitable judgment upon others Se« 
condly, the danger of calling forth the earthly, 
sensual, and devilish passions of the ungodly, 
and so exposing themselves unnecessarily to con- 
tempt and persecution, by pressing the truths and 
blessings of the Gospel on such as are standing 
in the way of sinners or sitting in the seat of the 
scornful. VII. 1 — 6. 

V^II. He adds a remarkable encouragement to 
prayer. VII. 7 — 12. 

V^III. He lays down the distinguishing marks of the 
way to heaven, and the way to hell, together 
with a rule whereby we may know every false 
teacher who would lead men in the latter. 
VII. J3— 20. 

IX. He concludes with a general and forcible 
declaration, that every one who would make his 
calling and election sure, must be a doer, and not 
merely a hearer, professor, or teacher, of this 
religion ; for that all knowledge and gifts are of 
no avail, unless they be accompanied with k con- 
scientious obedience to the will of God, as it 
is plainly revealed to us in this divine discourse. 

VII. 21—27. 

May every one who reads these solemn say- 
ings of Jesus Christ consider, how widely differ- 
ent is the spirit and conduct of professing Chris- 
tians in general from that holiness of heart and life 
which He whom they call their Lord and Master 
does here indispensably require of them, that so 
they may no longer be deceived by the supposition 
that it is sufficient for them to be conformed to 



whatever profession they may make 
that the blessed Jesus does not 
them as his friends, unless they do ^ 
commands them. 
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THE SERMON. 

St. MATTHEW, CHAP. V. 

I 

SECTION I. 
See Question 1 — 29* 

3. ^^ TfjLESSED are the poor in spirit: for 

-L3 theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4. Blessed are they that mourn : for they shall be 

5. (iomforted. Blessed are the meek: for they 

6. shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which 
do hunger and thirst after righteousness : for they 

7. shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for 

8. they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure 

9. in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are 
the peacemakers : for they shall be called the 

10. children of God. Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake : for theirs is 

1 1 . the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye when 
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and^hall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely for my 

12. sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great 
is your reward in heaven : for so persecuted they 
the prophets which were before you. 

SECTION II. 
See Qvestion 30 — 41. 

13. "lLTE,arc the salt of the earth : but if the ^olt 

W h ave los t i ts sav out , \\\\e.tcvQ\\\v ^^^N^.^^^ 
salted? Wis thenccfort\\ good ^ot r^oxJvivcv^^'^^^'^'^ 
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glorify your Father which is in hea 

SECTION III. 
See Question 42 — 110. 

7. OnHINK not that I am come to 

H law or the prophets: I am 1 

8. destroy, but to fulfil. For verily 
you, Till heaven and earth pass, on 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the 

J. be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore 
one of these least commandments 
teach men so, he shall be called the 
kingdom of heaven : but whosoever s 
teach them, the same shall be called 

). kingdom of heaven. For I say unti 
except your righteousnessshall excec 
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23. shall be in danger of hell-fire. Therefore, if thou 
bring thy gift to the altar, and there rcmeraber- 
est that thy brother hath ought against thee; 

24. leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy 
way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and 

25. then come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine 
adversary quickly whiles thou art in the way 
with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver 
thee to the judge, and thejudge deliver thee to the 

26. officer, and thou be cast into prison. . Verily 
I say unto thee. Thou shalt by no means come 
out thence till thou hast paid the uttermost 
farthing. 

27. Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 

28. time. Thou shalt not commit adultery: but 1 
say unto you. That whosoever looketh on a wo- 
man to lust after her, hath committed adultery 

29' with her already in his heart. And if thy right 
eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from 
thee: for it is profitable for thee, that one of thy 
members should perish, and not that thy whole 

30. body should be cast into hell. And if thy right 
hand off'end thee, cut it off", and cast it from 
thee: for it is profitable for thee, that one of thy 
members should perish, and not that thy whole 

31. body should be cast into hell. It hath been 
said. Whosoever shall put away his \vife, let 

32. him give her a writing of divorcement : but I say 
unto you, That whosoever shall put away his 
wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth 
her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall 
xoarry her that is divorced committetbi ^<i>^\Kx^- 

M a ^ 



ler shalt thou swear by thy head, becai 
anst not make one hair white or blacl 
it your communication be, Yea, yea 
ay : for whatsoever is more than these, 
f evil. 

Ye have heard that it hath been said, 
or an eye, and a tooth for a tooth : b 
into you. That ye resist not evil ; bul 
ver shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
lim the other also. And if any man s 
hee at the law, and take awaj thy coat 
lave thy cloak also. And whosoever sh 
)el thee to go a mile, go with him twaii 
o him that asketh thee, and from h 
vould borrow of thee turn not thou aw 

Ye have heard that it hath been sai 
halt love thy neighbour, and hate thine 
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reward have ye ? do not even the publicans the 
47* same? And if ye salute your brethren only, 

what do ye more than others ? do not even the 
48. publicans so ? Be ye therefore perfect, even as 

your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

SECTION IV. 
See Question 111 — 1 80. 

VI. TTTIAKE heed that ye do not your alms before 

II men, to be seen of them : otherwise ye 

have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. 

2. Therefore, when thou docst thine alms, do not 
sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that 
they may have glory of men. Verily 1 say un- 

3. to you, They have their reward. But when 
thou doest thine alms, let not thy left hand know 

4. what thy right hand doeth : that thine alms may 
be in secret; and thy Father which secth in se- 
cret himself shall reward thee openly. 

5. And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as 
the hypocrites are : for they love to pray stand- 
ing in the synagogues, and in the corners of the 
streets, that they may be seen of men . Verily I say 

6. unto you, They have their reward. But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Fa- 
ther, which is in secret ; and thy Father which 

7. seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. But 
when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the 
heathen do: for they think that they shall be 

8. heard for their much sip^«toxv^, "^ \tf3X ^^ 



12. bread. And forgive us our debt! 

13. our debtors. And lead us not in 
but deliver us from evil : for thi 
dom, and the power, and the g 
Amen. 

14. For if ye forgive men their U 

15. heavenly Father will also forgive 
forgive not men their trespasses 
your Father forgive your trespasi 

16. Moreover when ye fast, be m 
crites, of a sad countenance : fo 
their faces, that they may appes 
fast. Verily I say unto you the 

17. ward. But thou, when thou fast 

18. head, and wash thy face; that 1 
unto men to fast, but unto thy 
in secret; and thy Father whicl 
shall reward thee openly. 

crr-TTON V. 
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21. thieves do not break through nor steal: for 
where your treasure is, there will your heart he 

22. also. The light of the body is the eye : if there- 
fore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be 

23. full of light. But if tbine eye be evil, thy 
whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore 
the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is 

' that darkness ! 

24. No man can serve two masters: for either he 
will hate the one, and love the other: or else he 
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye 

25. cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore I 
say unto you, Take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall cat, or what ye shall drink; nor 
yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not 
the life more than meat, and the body than rai- 

26* ment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow 
not, neither do they reap, nor gather into bams; 
yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye 

27* not much better than they? Which of you by 
taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 

28. And why take ye thought for raiment? consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow: they toil 

29. not, neither do they spin : and yet I say unto 
you. That even Solomon in all his glory was not 

30. arrayed like one of these. Wherefore if God so 
clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and 
to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not 
much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 

31. Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall ' 
we eat? or. What shall we drink? or, Where- 

32. withal shall we be clothed ? (For after all these 
things do the Gentiles seek) : fot ^o\ix Wk^'sxJc^ 
Father knoweth that yt Wi<i xtfisi^ ^^"^ ^ai\'^'c^=^ 



SECTION VI. 

See Question 220 — 228. 

.2. TTUDGE not, that ye be not jud 
dJI with what judgment ye judge, 
judged : and with what measure ye m 

. be measured to you. again. And wl 
est thou the mote that is in thy bro 
but considerest not the beam that is in 

. eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy bi 
me pull out the mote out of thine eye 
hold a beam is in thine own eye? Tl 
crite, first cast out the beam out of 1 
eye ; and then shalt thou see clearly t 
the mote out of thy brother's eye. 

Give not that which is holy unto the 
ther cast ye your pearls before swinp 
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8. ed unto you : for every one that asketh receiv- 
eth; and he thatseeketh findeth; and to him 

g. that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man 
is there of you whom if his son ask bread, will 

10. he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he 

11. give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children ; how 
much more shall your Father which is in hea-- 
ven give good things to them that ask him? 

12. Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them ; 
fpr this is the law and the prophets. 



SECTION VIII. 

See Question 238—255. 

13. "nriNTER ye in at the strait gate : for wide is 

IP J the gate, and hroad is the way, that lead- 
eth to destruction, and many there be which go 

14. in thereat : because strait is the gate, and nar- 
row is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it, 

15. , Beware of false prophets, which come to you 
in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are raven- 

16. ing wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. 
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of ihis- 

17. ties? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good 
fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 

18. fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

19. Every tree that bringeth not foiVVi ^giSi^ Sxsiw. 



2i. IVyOT every 6ne that saith u 
X nI Lordy shall enter into the k 
vcn; but he that doeth the will 

S9. which is in heaven. Many will sa 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not pre 
name? and in thy name have cf 
and in thy name done many woi 

23. And then will I profess unto then 
you : depart from roe, ye that wc 

24. Therefore whosoever heareth t 
mine, and doeth them, 1 will lil 
wise roan, which built his house 

25. and the rain descended, and the fl 
the winds blew, and beat upon tl 

26. it fell not : for it was founded up< 
every one that heareth these sayir 
doeth them not, shall be likene< 
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EXPLANATION 

OF THE 

SJERMOJV. . 



SECTION I. 

Ques. ^iVTHAT portion of Scripture is that 
yl^ which is contained in the 5th, 6th, 
and 7th chapters of the Gospel according to 
St. Matthew? . .' 

Ans. / It is the Sermon which Jesus Chriet preach- 
ed upon a mountain in Galilee to the multi- 
tudes who had followed him thither. 

2 Q- Who are " the poor in spirit?" 

A. They, who, having been convinced by the 
Holy Ghost that they are sinners, are hum- 
bled before God on account of their natural 
corruption, their guilt, their ignorance, and 
their helplessness. 

3 Q. Wherefore are such persons to be account- 

' ed " blessed?" 
A. Because " theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 

4 Q. What does our Lord here mean by the 

" kingdom of heaven?" 
A. He means the blessings of the Gospel in 
general, or a state of righteousness, peace, and 
joy, wrought in the heart by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, preparatory to the enjoyment 
of eternal glory. 



dom ot glory in heaven, wno ]s not i 
of the kingdom of grace. on earth? 
A. No : — For " without holiness no i 
see the Lord." . : - 

7 Q. Concernitfg whom does our Lo 

when he says, '^ Blessed are they that 

A. Concerning those who are grieve 

. count of sin in themselves and othei 

8 Q. Do you remember any instances 

blessed mourners mentioned in Scri] 
A. The publican who ^' smote upon h 
saying, God be merciful to me, a sin 
Apostle Peter, who " wept bitterly" 
had denied Jesus Christ; and Da 
complained to God of the wicked 
" Rivers of water run down mine 
cause men keep not thy law.** 

O Ci WVkarofnrf^ nre^ tlipv that mniirn I 
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A. They who preserve their tempers and affec- 
tions calm and well regulated, under provo- 
cations, temptations, or afflictions. 
12 Q. Wherefore are they to be accounted 
" blessed ?*' ' • 
A. Because " they shall inherit the earth." 
IS Q. What do you understand by this promise?" 
A. That they shall enjoy such a portion of 
earthly things as God knowcth to be ne- 
cessary and good for them here, and that 
they shall hereafter inherit those new heavens 
and that new earth wherein dwelleth righte- 
ousness. 

14 Q. Who are " they which do hunger and 

thirst after righteousness ?" 
A. They, who feel' the same earnest desire for 
holiness of heart and life which tli^y feel for 
meat and drink when they are hungry and 
thirsty. 

15 Q. Wherefore are they to be accounted 

" blessed?" 
A. Because " they shall be filled." 

16 Q. What do you understand by this promise? 
A. That God will sanctify them wholly in 

body, soul, and spirit, and thus satisfy their 
desires. 

17 Q. Who are " the merciful?" 

A. They, who arc tender-hearted, and love all 
men as themselves ; or do unto others as they 
would have others do to them. 

18 Q. Wherefore are they to be accounted 

" blessed ?" 
A. Because " they shall oV>\»!\tw \^^\^^ \vs^ 



temper, and affection. 

20 Q. Wherefore are they to be 

" blessed r 
A. Because " they shall see, God/' 

21 Q* What do you understand by th 
A. That God will manifest himst 

as h^ does not unto th^ world; 
shall see his wisdom, power, and 
ing all things for their good on 
that they shall at length behold . 
heaven. 

22 Q. Who are " the peace-makers?" 
A. They, who strive to promot< 

good- will among men, and to pi 
ners to be reconciled to God. 

23 Q. Wherefore are they to be 

** blessed?" 
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treated, because they do the will of God, hold 
the faithy and follow the example of Jesus 
Christ. 

26 Q. Must every faithful follower of Christ ex- 

pect hatred and persecution from the world ? 
A. Yes : — For Jesus hath said to his disciples, 
" Ye shall be hated of all men for my name's 
sake." And both St. John and St. Paul con- 
firm this declaration, saying, " Marvel not if 
the world hate you." " All that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." 

27 Q« • But must not those persons be very unhap- 

py who are exposed to the malice, ridicule, 
contempt, and ill-usage of the world? 
A. No : — ^Jesus Christ, whose judgment is true, 
declares that they are " blessed;" and tells 
them to " rejoice and be exceeding glad." 

28 Q. But in what can they find cause for joy 

under such circumstances? 
A. First, In the confident expectation of a 
great reward in heaven ; for they who suffer 
with Jesus Christ shall also feign and be glo- 
rified with him. Secondly, Iii the reflection 
that the same reproach and persecution 
has been endured by the holy prophets, and 
all others who have gone before them in the 
way of righteousness. 

29 Q. Does it become us always to rejoice when 

men speak evil of us? 
A. No: — Only when they speak evil of us 
" falsely for Chrises sake. 

• ; t ■ ' 
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tii:iai.Liuii III nesn or icrtiiizcs ibe I 
on which it is spread ; so should eve 
of the church by his holy convei 
example check the progress of sin ai 
the increase of righteousness in the 

)2 Q. Whom does our Lord compart 

which has lost its savour ?** 

A, They, who, like the Jewish ns 

having been enlightened by the wo 

have relapsed into ignorance and s 

13 Q. Is the case of such represented 
dangerous? 
A. Yes:— For Jesus enquires cone 
salt which has lost its savour, 
with shall it be salted T thus i 
that when they who are favoi 
the light of revelation depart froir 
and service of C^aA t\\n\7 rt»nA.^m 
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and accordingly, the Jews have been cast out 
of the church of God, and are trodden under 
foot of the Gentiles to this day. 

Q. Does Jesus Christ compare the church to 
any other object in the natural creation be- 
sides salt? 

A. Yes : — ^To " the light of the world ;" or the 
sun in the firmament. 

Q. What may we learn from this comparison? 

A. That it is the business of those who are 
themselves enlightened by the word of God, 
to shew unto the world the way of salvation, 
both by their words and works. 

Q. By what other comparison does Jesus illus^ 
irate the duty of those who are exalted in 
respect to religious privileges? 

A. He reminds them, that as a city which is set 
upon a hill cannot be hid, and was obviously 
intended by the builder to be seen; so they also 
are designed by God to exhibit the power of 
his grace in the eyes of all around them. 

Q. Our Lord reminds us, that, when men light 
a candle, they do not conceal it, but set it on 
a candlestick, that it may give light to all 
that are in the house. What would he have 
us to learn from this? 

A. That they, who are enlightened by God 
with heavenly wisdom, as the Jews were of 
old and as Christians are now, must not hide 
the gift within their hearts, but impai^ the 
benefit of it to others. 

Q. Does Jesus Christ plainly command us to 
do this? 



men? 
A. No: — In all that we say or 
sincerely and singly seek to proi 
of our Father which is in heav( 

41 Q. Can wc call ourselves true 

we say and do nothing more in 
Christ than will procure us t 
honour which cometh from mc 
from every word and deed 
expose us to reproach? 
A. No: — This would be using n 
a cloak for vain-glory : a true < 
have respect to all Christ's co 
and follow him through evil rej 
good report, througTi honour ar 

42 Q. Did our Lord Jesus Christ COD 

the law?" 
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A. It may be divided into ten, as it is in tho 
Old Testament: but Jesus Christ, in the New 
Testament, has summed them up in two. 

I>5 Q. What are those two great commandments 
of the law ? 
A. 1, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy mind*, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength." 
2, ** Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." 

^6 Q. Can you tell me, then, in one word, what is 
the fulfilling of the law ? 
A. Love. 

t7 Q. But Jesus declares that he came to fulfil 
the prophets as well as the law. What do 
you understand by this declaration } 
A. 1 , That he was the true Messiah concerning 
vrhom the prophets had written. 2, That the 
great end of his coming was to restore man- 
kind, both Jews and Gentiles, to that blessed 
state of Love towards God, and one another, 
which is foretold by the prophets, as well as 
commanded by the law. 

18 Q. Is there not a two-fold sense in which 

Jesus came to fulfil the moral law? 
A. Yes:— 1, He came to fulfil it for us, by 
answering its demands, and suffering its penal- 
ty as our surety. 2, He came to fulfil it in 
us, or to write it upon the hearts of all those 
who believe on him. 

19 Q* And is the law of Love actually written on 

the hearts of all true believers in Christ? 
A. Yes: — ^They love God because He has first 
loved them ; and they likewise love «.ll \i^^^- 



tbereJbre man must always remai 
same obligation to keep this law. 

>1 Q. What does our Lord mean wi 
that, " whosoever shall break one 
of these commandments, and 
men so, the same shall be call 
in the kingdom of heaven ? 
A- He means that whosoever in 
instance transgresseis the law ol 
teaches others by precept or ex; 
the same, shall proportionably 
in the kingdom of grace and glor 

52 Q. An^ what shall be the portion < 
" do and teach" these commandn 
A. They " shall be called great ; 
dom of heaven." 

>3 Q. What do you understand by 
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A. A sect who trusted in themselve3 that they 
were. righteous, and despised others. 
56 Q. Wherein did '* the righteousness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees'' consist? 

A. In an outward conformity to the letter of 
Qod's law, and in the observance of some qe- 
rcmonies enjoined by the tradition received 
from their forefathers; while they entirely 
neglected the religion of the heart. 
67 Q* Had they any desire to please God in what 
they did? 

A. No: — ^They did all their works to be seen 
and have glory of men. 

58 Q. Is such righteousness sufficient, and accept- 

able in the sight of God ? 
A. No: — For Christ says, that "except our 
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of 
the Scribes and Pharisees, we shall in no case 
enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

59 Q* In what respect must our righteousness 

exceed theirs? 
A. 1, Theirs was a partial righteousness; they 
did some things, and left others undone: 
whereas we must endeavour to keep the whole 
law without offending in one point. 2,. 
Theirs was a hypocritical righteousness; they 
pretended to serve God, while they had no 
other design than that of promoting their own 
worldly gain and honour: whereas we must 
be sincere,.- and have no other end in view 
than the glory and honour of God. 3, Theirs 
was a formal righteousness; it consisted mere- 
ly in the outward act: whereas ^^ Y&?«aX 



62 Q. Does this commandment f 

more than the act of taking a 
creature's life? 
A. It forbids anger, hatred, a 
temper, which might lead to i 
of actual murder. 

63 Q. Does Jesus Christ thus exp' 

mandment? 
A. Yes: — He tells us that " wh 
gry with his brother, withou 
more properly, so as to yield tf 
of this sinful affection, shall \h 
the judgment/' 

64 Q. Do you remember a simih 

made by St. John? 
A. " He that hateth his brother 
and ye know that no murderc 
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»6 Q. Wbat is the meaning of the Mford '' Raca?^ 
A. It is a term of reproach, signifying a vain, 
silly fellow. 

>7 Q* What are we to understand by a man's 
saying to his brother, " Thou fool?*' 
A. His reviling, or maliciously reproaching 
any other man. 

»8 Q. What did the Jews mean by saying, that 
they who committed these three sins should 
be in danger of the judgment, of the council, 
and of hell-fire? 
A. By the judgment, they meant the Jewish 
court of 23 men, which could sentence cri- 
minals to be strangled. By the council, they 
meant the Sanhedrim, consisting of 72 men, 
which could sentence offenders to be stoned. 
By hell-fire, they meant an accursed and horri- 
ble place where it was once customary among 
the Israelites to burn their children alive. 

»9 Q. But does Jesus mean, that they who com- 
mit these three degrees of murder, shall 
only be in danger of suffering three propor- 
tionable degrees of punishment from men? 
A. No: — He means, that they shall be expos- 
ed to the just judgment of God, and to three 
degrees of punishment from him; each of 
which will be as much more dreadful than 
the other, as stoning is more dreadful than 
strangling, or being burnt alive than being 
stoned. 

'0 Q. Will God accept the offerings of those who 
come before him with guilty consciences, and 
impenitent hearts? 



72 Vi. Mow? 

A. By asking his pardon, and ms 
amends in my power for. the 
I have committed. 

73 Q. Must this be done immediak 

tunity occurs, and without loss < 
A. Yes ; — For Christ commands 
with our adversary quickly, wl 
the way with him/' 

74 Q. What ill coneequences may a 

neglecting this dutyf 
A. Our " adversary may delive 
judge." 

75 Q. What do you understand by thi 
A. That he. whom we have injur 

mithis cause to God, the judge 
J6 Q. And will God undertake the c 
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A, Some state of discipline of correction, such 
as sickness, or, as St. Paul terms it, " the de- 
struction of the flesh," to which Satan is per- 
mitted to subject the individual, for the pur- 
pose of bringing him to repentance. 
'9 Q. And how long will the exercise of this dis- 
cipline be continued ? 
A. Till the offender shall have " paid the utter- 
most farthing,*' or have made all the reparation 
due from him to his injured neighbour. 
10 Q. What is the seventh commandment ^ 
A. " Thou shalt not commit adultery." 
M Q. Was this commandment thoroughly under-^ 
stood by the Jews? ^ 
A. No : — ^The Scribes and Pharisees in par- 
ticular supposed and taught that none were 
guilty of breaking it, but such as were actu- 
ally and outwardly adulterers. 
52 Q. Does our Lord cxpo^ their error? 

A. Yes: — He tells them that it is very possi- 
ble fpr a man to be an adukerer in his heart. 
^ Q. How so? 

A. By cherishing an unchaste desire, or " look- 
ing on a woman to lust after her." 
S4 Q. But why is an unchaste desire so criminal 
as to constitute a man an adulterer in the 
judgment of God? 
A. Because he who suffers such a desire to 
dwell in his heart is only withheld from ac- 
complishing it by the- want of opportunity. 
^5 Q> But can any human being detect this sia 
in another when it proceeds no further than 
a desire or intention formed \w xJcvfcHv^"axNX 
A. No: — For man caw ot\^ V^ciV ^w x^ws^^^^^^fa- 



^d make manifest the counsels < 
87 Q* Are we to infer from our Lord 
it can, under any circumstances, 
duty literally to " cut off our rij 
to " pluck out our right eye," 
from sinning? 
A, No : — Our bodies as well as < 
God's, and therefore we have n 
stroy any part of them ; but, on 
. should endeavour to preserve ^n^ 
to his glory. 
S8 Q. What then must our Lord I 
to mean by the directions tha 
thesQ terms? 
A. He means, that if any thing 
dear or useful to us as a right 
should be an unavoidable occasi 
ing into sin, we must renounce i 
forfeit the favour of God, and 

»•«» «»#*♦« »r»» tier ifr 
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risees, who maintained that it was lawful for 
men to divorce their wives for any trifling 
cause. 
)] Q. But what does Jesus teach us on this sub- 
ject? 
A; " That whosoever puts away his wife for 
any other cause than fornication^ oauseth her 
to commit adultery ; and that he who marricth: 
a woman thus unlawfully divorced, also coni- 
mittcth adultery J' 
)i Q^ What is Uie third commandment? 

A. " Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain, for the Lord will not hol'd 
him guiltless that takcth his name in vain»" 
)$* Q. Docs our Lord quote these words in his 
Sermon? 
A. Not — He expresses the same thing in words 
somewhat different — " Thou shalt fiot for- 
swear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord 
^hine oaths." 
)4i Q. How did the Scribes and Pharisees under- 
stand this commandment? 
A, They taught the people that so long as they 
did not swear immediately by the name of 
Jehovah, their paths were not binding upoa 
them ; and that they might wantonly use them 
in their common discpurse. 
)5 Q. How does our Lord correct their error? 
A. 1, By declaring, that, on account of the 
connection which exists betweeh the creatures^ 
and- their Creator, to swear by any of them is 
in effect to swear by him. 

2, By pronouncing it «b ^viv \a n»»^ ''i'^'i 
D 3 



punish offenders by the loss of an 
tooth, when they had been guilty of 
iBg the eye or tooth of another by vi 

ft Q. How did the Scribes and Pharisee 
this precept? 
A. They made it a cloak for bitter i 
rous revenge. 

)S Q. Does our Lord permit 'his dis< 
avenge themselves? 
A. No: — He teaches them to suffer 
wrongs both in their persons and ] 
and to submit to repeated instances of 
&ion, rather than to return evil for c^ 
the injury sustained affects themseh 

)9* Q* What line of conduct does our Lc 
us to follow with respect to those, wh( 
of taking away our property by 
would beg or borrow from us? 
A* He tells us to give to him that ai 
and not. tn tiim o«m>«» 4W*«w» Ut««« «k. 
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love Aeir neighbours, and to hate their en^ 
niies? 
A. No : — God spake the former part of these 
Words, but the Scribes and Pharisees added 
the latter. 
)2 Q. Does Jesus Christ correct the error of 
these false teachers? 
A. Yes : — He tells his disciples to " love their 
enemies, to bless those who curse them, to do 
good to those that hate them, and to pray for 
those who despitefully use them and perse- 
cute them." 
)3 Q* Who will acknowledge us as his children, 
if we thus overcome evil with good? 
A. God, 
M> Q. What do you mean by our being the chil- 
dren of God? 
A. Our being born again in the likeness of 
God, and partaking of his nature, which is 
Love. 
)5 Q. Is God loving unto every man, and are his 
tender mercies over all his works? 
A. Yes: — '^ He makes his sun to rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the 
just and on the unjust." 
)6 Q. Is it sufficient to prove that we are God's 
children, if we love them that love us, and 
wish well to our brethren only? 
A, No: — Even the publicans and others 
could go thus for, but God^s children must 
do mcnre. 
7 Q* Who were the publicans whom Jesus men- 
tions^ 



A. God himself, their Father wl 
heaven. 
110 Q. In what respect should they as 
like God? • 

A. They should aspire to be perfei 
and mercy, even as God is perfect 
is the grand and ultimate design oft) 
to incline and enable us to love on< 
even our bitterest enemies, as God 1 
us, when we were dead in trespasses 
and enemies to him in our mind I 
works. 

SECTION IV. 



•'T/jnrHAT are alms? 



A. That which is best 



45 



A* Yes : — The Scribes and Pharisees in gene- 
ral were hypocrites. 

1 15 Q. What were the synagogues of the Jews? 
A. Places resembling our churches, where 

they met together for the purposes of hear- 
ing the word of God, and joining in public 
prayer. 

11 6 Q. Why did the hypocrites sound a trumpet 

in the synagogues and in the streets before 
they gave their alms? 

A. They did this under the pretence of call- 
ing the poor together, but their real design 
was to attract the observation and obtain thel 
praise of men. 
] 17 Q- Will God rewari the actions of those who 
do them from so- selfish a motive? 

A. No: — ^The praise of men being the only 
reward desired, none other will be given. 
] 18 Q. What does our Lord mean by thai exhor- 
tation, '^ When thou doest thine alms, let not 
thy left hand know what thy right hand 
doeth?" 

A. That we should give our alms as priyi^tely 
as circumstances will allow, and without 
any ostentation. 

1 19 Q. With what intention should our alms b^ 

given ? 
A. With the sincere intention of pleasing 
God, by supplying the wants of our fellow- 
creatures. 

120 Q. If they are given with this pure intention, 

will God accept th^m as a sacrifice oflered 
to him? 



A. In the public places; such a: 
gogucs, and corners of the streeU 

122 Q. Was there any impropriety in 
A. Yes: — It was through osten 

they chose the places of public 
for the exercise of private devotit 

123 Q. Which is the proper place fo 
. cise of private devotion f 

A. Our " closet," or some place 
can retire and pour out our soi 

• without attracting notice from 
creatures. 

124 Q. And what will be the conseqi; 

accustom ourselves to call upon 
cret ? 
A. • *' Our Father who seeth in se< 
ward us openly" with the blessin 
dence, grace, and glory. 

125 Q. What does our Lord prohibi 

term. " vain repetitions?" 
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A. No: — We do not pray to inform God of 
our wantSy or to persuade him to supply 
them; for our heavenly " Father knowcth 
what things we have need of before we ask 
him/' and waiteth to be gracious to us. 

127 Q- Why then are we required to pray for 

what we want? 
• A. As an acknowledgment of our depcnd- 
ance upon God, and in order to create and 
cherish in our hearts a due sense of our 
manifold necessities, and of his goodness in 
supplying them. 

128 Q. Has Jesus Christ given us any directions 

respecting such a method of prayer as we 
ought to use? 
A. Yes: — When he repeated that form which 
we call The Lord's Prayer, he said to his 
disciples, " After this manner pray ye." 

129 Q» What do you understand by the direction 

given us to pray " after this manner?" 
A. I understand it, 

1, As a particular direction'-daily to use 
the Lord's Prayer itself. 

2y As a. general intimation that the bless- 
ings therein mentioned are the proper objects 
of all our ordinary petitions. 

3, That our prayers should be close and 
full, like the model there set before us. 

130 Q. Of how many parts does the Lord's Prayer 

consist? 
A. Of three: viz. The preface or introduc- 
tion; the six petitions; and the conclusion* 

131 Q. Which is the preface or introdactioa? 



Christ, who took upon m 
and " is not Mharoed to c, 

134 Q. Why do you call God ; 
it in keavtnf . 

A Because " heaven is h 
'he particularly manifests 

135 Q. But i» God in heaven 
"* 5[; No:-He Ells heaven . 

136 Q. What is the first petit 

Prayer? 
A "Hallowed be thy nai 

137 Q. What do you mean bjj 
A God himself— his glor 

ter, and peffections, as n 

his word. 

138 Q. When is any *«]«««" 
A. When it is regarded a 
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A. " Thy kingdom come." 

1 42 Q. What do you mean when you offer up thb 

request? 
A. I mean to pray that I and all mankind 
may be filled with '' righteousness, peace, and 
joy, in the Holy Ghust^ on earth, and that 
at length we may inherit the kingdom of glo- 
ry in heaven, 

143 Q. What is the third petition? 

A. '* Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven." 

144 Q. How is the will of God made known to us? 
A. Partly by the law written in the heart, and 

by the dispensations of Providence, but more 
perfectly by the word of God. 

145 Q. Who arc they in heaven who do the will ot 

God? 
A. The Holy Angels. 

146 Q. In what manner do they do his will? 

A. Cheerfully, without backwardness; con- 
tinually, without interruption; and perfectly, 
without defect. 

147 Q. What then do you ask ofGod in these words f 
A. I ask, that I and all mankind may glorify 

God by doing his will concerning w, even as 
the angels do by their obedience to his will 
concerning them. 

148 Q. What is the fourth petition? 

A, *' Give us this day our daily bread.'' 

149 Q* What is signified by the term In^adf 

A. All things pertaining to life and godli- 
pe99— the bread that perisheth, and that 
~ which enduieth to everlasting life«. 



n. 



sufficient, and whatever is nece 
support of my body, and that 1 
able me spiritually to eat the fle 
the blood of Christ, (who is tt 
from heaven,) by feeding on bin 
by faith. 

152 Q. What is the fifth petition? 
A. " Forgive us our debts as w 

debtors." 

153 Q. What are the debts with \ 

chargeable in God's account? 
A. Our sins. 

154 Q. Can we discharge these deb 

ferings of our own, or by our 
ence? 
A. No: — We can pay nothing 
but, on the contrary, we are c 
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A. I desire that he would justify or forgive us 
freely hy his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus. 

157 Q* But is there not some disposition of heart 

requisite, in order to render this petition for 
pardoii acceptable to God, and effectual? 
A . Yes : — A disposi tion to forgive my debtors ; 
». e, those who may have injured me by 
thought, word, or deed. 

158 Q. And is this disposition' indispensably ne- 

cessary to your obtaining pardon iVom God? 

A. Yes : — For Jesus saith, " If ye forgive men 

. their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 

:•; ■ also forgive' you; but if ye forgive not men 

^. ' their trespasses, neither will your Father for- 

i.. . give ydiw: trespasses."' 

159 Q« What then isihe Substance of this petition? 

A. . It is expressed in the two following lines : 

• ** That mercy' I to bthrtrs shew. 
That mercy shew to me." 

160 Q. "What is the sixth petition? 

A* " Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil/' 

161 Q. Does God tempt men to sin?* ' 

A. No :- — In that sense God tempteth no man. 

162 Q. What do you mean then by the word temp- 

tation, when you pray that God would not 
lead you into it? ' 

A. I mean some state o(t)ial which might be 

. too hard for me to bear. 

163 Q. Do you remember any passage of Scrip- 

ture in which the word tempt signifies to fry f 
A. Yes:: — When it is said, that " God did 



sin? 
A« The Devil, or the Evil-one, wh( 
fore called '^ the U*mpter/' 

166 Q. What do you desire when you at 

deliver you from evil? 
N A. That he would save me from sii 
its consequences, and give me a c 
and a right spirit; that so, the Prii 
world having nothing in me, I mi 
into the snare of the Devil. 

167 Q* Do these six petitions compr 

sum and substance of every true ( 
desires? 
A. Yes :— For the glory of God, (wl 
object of the three first petitions; 
port of animal and spiritual life- 
don of past offences, and deliven 
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A. I acknowledge his sovereignty over all 
things in.heaven and earth; and that he alone 
hath the disposal of every blessing in provi- 
dence, in grace, and in glory. 

170 Q. What do you acknowledge in ascribing 

power to God ? 
' A. I acknowledge that he is able to do for us 
abundantly above all that we can ask or 
think, and that with him nothing is impossi- 
ble. - . 

171 Q. And v/hatdo you acknowledge in ascrib- 

ing g/ory to God? 
A. That all praise and honour is due to him 
from me and all maukind, since he is the au- 
thor of all good in time and eternity. 

172 Q. What does the word Amen signify? 

A. Sometimes it signifies. Truly — so it is: but 
here, and wherever it occurs at the end of a 
prayer, it means. May it be so — or, I trust it 
shall be so, 

173 Q. What is fasting? 

A. Abstinence from food. 

174 Q. What is the proper occasion and design 

of fasting? 
A. It Is an act of humiliation proper to ac- 
company penitential exercises of soul, and 
designed to keep under the body, and bring 
its appetites into subjection to the Spirit of 
God. 

175 Q. Did the Scribes and Pharisees fast for this 

purpose? 
A. No: — But that they might have glory of 
men. 
E 3 



*' ' ^ his disciples respecting u 

v,ith which they at« to ob^ 

A He tells them to « anoi. 

• wash their face. , 

,7a O What is the meaning ot 

" a' That on such occasions 

to «tttract the observation 

thine particularly austere 

ISce-.butthatwesh 

vour to avoid mens no 

with our ordinary deport 

sual mode of dress. 

17Q Q. Why does our Lord p 
"^ nal austerities so genera 

of fasting by the Jews? 

A Lest we should emplc 
'merely M the means o 
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SECTION V. 

181 Q.infTHERE does our Lord exhort his 

^^ disciples to lay up tireasures for 
themselves? 
A. " In heaven." 

182 Q. By what means does a man lay up trea- 

sures in heaven ? 
A. By being rich towards God in faith, love, 
and good works. 

183 Q. What consideration does our Lord suggest 

in order to dissuade us from laying up for 
ourselves treasures on the earth ? 
A. The considetution that there " the moth 
and rust do corrupt, and thieves break 
through and steal/' 

184 Q. What do these words imply ? 

A. That every earthly thing is perishable and 
transient. 

185 ^. Is this the case with heavenly treasures? 
A. No : — They fail not, but remain for ever. 

186 Q. When may anything be called our trea- 

sure? 
A. When our affections arte supremely fixed 
upon it. 

187 Q. Whatis the proper object of our affections? 
A. - God ; who hath said, '^ My son, give me 

thine heart." 

188 Q. Can we comply with this command, if we 

lay up treasures on earth ? 
A. No: — For " where our treasure is, there 
wiy our heart be also.'' 

189 Q. What is that in the soul, which answers 

to the eye in the bod^i 
Ai The intention. 



body shall be full of light?" 
A. That if the intention be pure, 
shall be filled with knowledge, holi 
happiness. 

192 Q. WhatdoesourLordmeanby"an 
A. A double mind ; or an intention 

not singly directed towards God. 

193 Q. What will be the consequence c 

ill-directed and wavering intentior 
A. It will involve the soul in darki 
. is, in ignorance, sin, and misery. 

194 Q. What do you understand by the 

is in a man being darkness? 
A. The intention being evil, and t' 
casioning ignorance, sin, and mis( 

195 Q. When our Lord. affirms that 

can serve two masters," what is ii 
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A. Because they cannot both be the objects of 
our love. 
Id9 Q* Is this asserted in the Scriptures? 

A. Yes : — St. John says, '' If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him f 
and St Paul affirms, that " covetousness is 
idolatry." 
-SOO Q. What does our Lord mean, when he com- 
mands us to ^^ take no thought for our life, 
what we shall eat, and what we shall drink, 
nor yet for our body, what we shall put onP* 

A. That we must not be anxiously careful 
even respecting the necessaries of life. 

1201 Q. Is there any sin in labouring for our bodily 

support? 
A. No: — ^The Apostle forbids Christians to 
be slothful in business; and orders, that if 
any among them will not work, neither shall 
he eat at the expence of his brethren. 

1202 Q. But is it possible to labour for support, 

and yet to be without anxiety? 

A. Yes: — By simply putting our trust in God, 
to give his blessing to our honest and indus- 
trious endeavours. 
205 Q. What is the first consideration which our 
Lord suggests in order to check our anxious 
care about the necessaries of life ? 

A. The consideration that " the life is more 
than meat, and the body than raiment." 
^04 Q. In what sense do you understand these 
words? 

A • They mean, that our natural life is a more 
valual^ gift .than meat^ aad o^t V^<:^^^ ^ 
more worm than isd«i£cwU 



206 Q. What IS me accvr»*- -_ 

our Lor/1 suggests in order 
from entertaining earthly ci 
ties? 
Ai The consideration that " 
fowls of the air, and cloth 
the field." 

207 Q* How is this consideration 

remove all worldly carefu' 
minds? 
A. By leading us to trust in 
care of our heavenly Fath» 
count we are of more valv 
tures here mentioned. 

208 Q. Why is man of more va 

other creatures upon earth i 

A. Because he has an imm 

^'^-mAH with a capacity of 
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210 Q. What may we infer from (his? 

A. That, if by all our anxiety and care wcf 
cannot do " that thing which" is least," or pro- 
long our lives for a single moment indepcnd-< 
antly of God, it is much more in vain to 
" take thought for the rest," or to be disquieted 
about the means of supporting life through- 
out all the days of our appointed time. 

211 Q. What is the fourth consideration which 

our Lord suggests in order to make us asham- 
ed of anxiety respecting food and raiment? 
A. The consideration, " that after these things 
do the Gentiles seek." 

212 Q. Who were the Gentiles? 

A. All other nations excepting the Jews, and 
consequently such as had not at that time the 
knowledge of God and of the world to come. 

213 Q. What is the fifth consideration by which 

our Lord would suppress our anxiety respect- 
ing the things of this life? 
A. The consideration, that God, who is oiir 
heavenly Father, " knoweth that we have 
need of them;" and that they shall therefore 
be given us; since he is able and willing to 
supply all the need of his children. 

214 Q. But if we must not be careful and troubled 

about earthly things, what shoiAld be the 
great object of our care and diligent pursuit? 
A. " The kingdom of God and hi* righteous- 
ness." 

215 Q. What do you understand by "seeking 

first the kingdom of God and his^ righteous- 
ness?" ' ■ •' * "^ 
A. 1, That we aVvouU de&\i^ w^ ^^^'^jh^^^ 
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I above u.11 things to obtain aa inheritanf 
in heaven, 2, That as iht; only mea 
whereby this great end can be secure 
we should count all but loss that we mt 
win Christ, and be found in him, not ha 
ing our own righteousness, which is of t! 
law, but the righteousness which is of Gi 
by faith. 

But is there not reason to fear lest ti 
icti diligence in the pursuit of heaven 
things aud spiritual blessings should bi 
temporal interests, and reduce us 
itf 

iJo : — For Jesus has promised that if ' 
I make these the first object of our search, i 
other things, which are good and needful f 
r bodies, " shall be added unto us." 



61 



A« That the present moment will always af- 
ford us sufficient employment for our pre* 
sent portion of grace and wisdom ; and that 
by anticipating future wants and trials we 
should bring upon ourselves a burden hea- 
vier than we could bear. 



SECTION VI. 

220 Q*ir^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ understand that 

|| commandment, " Judge not?" 
A. As forbidding us to condemn any man 
either by thought or word, without certain 
knowledge, absolute necessity, and tender 
love. 

221 Q* By what consideration would our Lord re- 

strain us from unjustly, wantonly, or un- 
charitably passing judgment on our feUow- 
creatures? 
A. By the consideration that, if we exercise 
severity in our judgment of them, God will 
be severe in his judgment of us; for, '^ they 
shall have judgment without mercy, who 
have shewed no mercy/' 

222 Q« What is meant by beholding and offering 

to ** pull out the mote that is in thy brother's 
eye,'^ but not considering '^ the beam in thiae 
ownr 
A* Being forward to discover and correct the 
least fault in a feUow-creature, while we are 
Uind to much greater sins in ourselves. 

223 Q. What naqie does ^ur Lord «.v^V|V^^^ss^ 



persons? 
A. He cautions them first to correc 
faults, that they may be better i 
correct the faults of others. 

225 Q. What do you understand by" 

which is holy unto the dogs, a 
pearls before swine ?* 
A. Persisting to administer rdigic 
and instruction to those who 
snarling, persecuting spirit, or vfh 
grovelling in wilful and habitual 

226 Q. Does Jesus Christ exhort us no 
A. Yes. 

227 Q. Why? 

A. Because by such imprudence 
only provbke the anger and excit 
tempt of those who bear the chara 
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SECTION vir. 

529 Q'^OtT'^^'^ encouragement does Jesus 
^ ^ Christ give us to pray to God ? 
A. The promise that if we ask it shall be 
given us. 
2dO Q. But does he not likewise exhort us to seek 
and to knock, as well as to ask ? What do 
you understand by those words? 
A. That we must add our diligent endeavours 
to our prayers, and persevere importunately 
in both. 

231 Q. When it is said that " every one that ask- 

eth receiveth/' must not this be understood 
with some limitation ? ^ 

A. Yes : — It is taken for granted, that he asks 
aright, and for that which .is agreeable to 
God's will. 

232 Q. May we be assured that we are asking ac- 

cording to the will of God, when we pray 
for the pardon of our sins, and the sanctifi- 
cationof our souls? 
A. We may : — Because the Scripture says, 
that God is ^' not willing that any should 
perish,'? and that ^' this is 'his will, even our 
sanctification." 

233 Q. Does our Lord enforce the exhortation to 

prayer by yet further encouragement than the 
promise that what we ask shall be given us? 

A. Yes: — By the declaration, that our hea- 
venly F&ther is more ready to give good 
things to them that ask him, than any earthly 
parent can be to give bread to bL\^ Vsln^'^:^^ 

' child. 



things which we ask of him, unl< 
low the example of his goodness i 
rit and conduct towards our fe 
tures? 
A . No : — ^And for this reason Jesus 
mediately adds to what he has b< 
on the subject of prayer^ "Th< 
thiiigs whatsoever ye would that n 
do to youy do ye even so to them.' 

^36 Q. What does our Lord affirm 
this precept? 
A. That it ^* is the law and the pn 

ftS7 Q. What do you understand by tl 

ation? 

A. That it is the great and u1timat< 

that revelation which God hath 

himself in the Sacred Scriptures 
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and life which he has been describing in the 
foregoing part of his Sermon. 

239 Q* Whither will this gate and way lead 

them? 
A. To life; even to eternal life. 

240 Q. Is it a way much frequented by man- 

kind?- 
A. No: — ^^Our Lord says, " there are but few 
that find it." 

241 Q. What do you understand by " the wide 

gate," and " the broad way ?" 
A. The common course of this world; the 
will of man. 

242 Q. Whither does this lead such as walk there- 

in? 
A. To destruction of soul and body in hell. 
^43 Q. And by what mark is this way plainly 
distinguished from the other? 
A. By the circumstance of there being" many 
who go in thereat." 

244 Q. Does our Lord assign the reason why many 

go in at " the wide gate which leadeth to 
destruction?" 
A. Yes: — " Because strait is the gate which 
leadeth unto life." 

245 Q. In which of these tw#9^ays are all those 

persons walking who say, " We must not be 
particular, we must do as other people do ?" 
A. In the way which will lead them and the 
multitude they follow to destruction. 

246 Q. Is it possible for us to be saved, so long as 

we refuse to be singular? 
A . No : — We must be tou\A «.\SLQtk%'^^ ^^ % 
p 3 



naturally direct their steps to U 

out the trouble of seeking it. 

248 Q. Who are the false prophets o 

warns his disciples to beware? 

A. Those corrupt teachers wh< 

hearers to a broad way, or to a 

that which Christ has here n 

the way to eternal life. 

249 Q- Why are they said to " co 

clothing?^ . 

A. Because they make a fair 
attachment to Christ as their 
of brotherly love to his peoph 

250 Q. But to what does Jesus coi 
A. To «* ravening wolves? 

251 Q. Wherein do they resemble 
A. Because, as they preach ii 
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A • Yes : — Our Lord compares them to '^ good 
trees, which bring forth good fruity and can;- 
not bring forth that which is evil.'' 

254 Q. Is it possible for those who preach corrupt 

doctrine, thereby to convert sinners from 
*^ darkness to light, and from the power o£ 
Satan unto God?" 
A. No : — It is as impossible for them so to 
produce such fruits of their ministry, as for 
men to ^^ gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thistles." 

255 Q. What must become of those false teachers, 

who, instead of saving souls from death,^ de- 
ceive the hearts of the simple I 
A. Like corrupt trees, which are ^' cut down 
and cast into the fire," they will be cut off 
from among the living, and condemned to 
^' lie down with everlasting burnings*'' 

SECTION IX. 

256 Q.1I7IITHAT is meant by calling Christ, 

^^ "Lord, Lord r 
A. Making a profession of being in his fiiith 
and service. 

257 Q« Will every professor of Christ's religion 

be admitted into the kingdom of heaven? 
A. No: — For Jesus hath said, " Not every 
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

258 Q. Who then will be saved ? 

A. Those only who do the will of God. 

259 Q« Is it not to be feared that multitudes vtka 
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expect to be saved because they hare be 
baptized, and have called Christ their Lor 
will be terribly disappointed in the day 
judgment? 

Ycai— Theycertainlywill. ForJesuste 
IS, that " many will say to him in lb 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
thy name, and in thy name have cast a 
devils, and in thy name have done many wo 
derfiil works;" but he will say to them, ' 
never knew you, depart from me, ye th 
work iniquity." 

'Vhat is here meant by prophesying in t 
e of Christ? 

reaching the Gospel; or explaining t 
ptures, so as to speak unio men to edi 
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fits, to cast them out; yet he admitted tb^ 
^evil into his own heart, and died in his sink 

S6d Q. Does St Paul speak decidedly, likewise, 
on this subject? 
A. Yes: — He says that a man may ^^ have 
faith so as to be abl^ to remove mountains^ 
and yet be nothing" in the sight of God, be-> 
cause he is destitute of Love. 

S64 Q« But in what sense will Jesus Christ say to- 
the false teachers aiid professors of his reli- - 
gion, " I never knew you ?" 
A. The expression means, '' I never approved": 
of you ; I never knew you in the same sense 
in which I know and approve of them who>^ 
are my sincere and upright people.'^ 

265 Q« Does David use the same term according; 

to the same signification? 

A, Yes :— In Psalm 1 verse 6 ^he says, 

** The Lord knoweth (that is, he approveth) 
the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
ungodly shall perish." 

266 Q* Whither must the wicked go, when Jesus 

shall say unto them, '^ Depart from me?" 
A* They must go away *^ into everlasting fire 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels." 

267 Q« To whom doth Jesus compare the person 

^* who heareth his sayings and doeth them ?^ 
A. To ^' a wise man, who built his house upon 
a rock." 

268 Q. What advantage had this '^ wise man who 

built his house upon a rock ?" 
A. ^' When the rains descended, and the floods 
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971 Q- J^J^f tSSn. descende 
^Sandthe^vinrfsWew,. 

^' xxTU«f mav we learn »»^*J 
- APDrefessionofreUgion, 
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ing our calling and election sure/' by doing 
them. 
£74 Q* Is it possible for us to keep the sayings 
of Christ, which are contained in this divine 
discourse, without the assistance of his Spirit ? 
A. No: — But the Lord has promised to 
'^ put his laws into our mind, and to write 
them in our hearts;'' and this promise he will 
fulfil to ail who ask him; so that we may 
do all these things through Christ strength- 
ening us, though without him we can do 
nothing. 
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